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Ganges, he heard of the fall of Delhi, so that it was
towards the end of September, after four months of
anxiety and peril, that he arrived in safety at the
English cantonment.

Towards the end of September he visited his home
at Delhi, just after the taking of the city. On reaching
his house, he heard that his mother had taken refuge in
one of her syce's (horse-attendant's) houses, and he
followed her there. On his calling out to her she
opened the door, crying out, " Why have you come
here? All are being killed. You will be killed also ! "
He told her not to be afraid^ as he had a special pass.
He then found out that for five days she had been
living on the horses' grain, and was very weak. For
three days she had had no water. He hurried off to
the fort, and brought a jug of water. An old female
servant who was with his mother, and who was also
suffering intensely from thirst, was first met by him on
his return, and he poured out some water for her, and
told her to drink. The faithful old woman told him to
take it to her mistress, saying that she required it most.
Syed Ahmed made her drink, and the poor woman,
after drinking a little, fell back, and in a few moments
was a corpse! Syed Ahmed's distress may be
imagined. He took his mother back with him to
Meerut, but the shock and anxiety of mind that she
had suffered during the siege and at the assault were
too much for her, and she died a month afterwards.
Syed Ahmed's uncle and cousin, whose house adjoined
his at Delhi, were slain unarmed by the infuriated
Sikhs three days after the assault. They were as loyal
as Syed Ahmed him.self; but at that dreadful time many
innocent men, I grieve to say, suffered for the sins of
the guilty.